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TS issues GO 
to promote 
all Class X 
students
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

THE Telangana government 
on Wednesday issued a Gov-
ernment Order (GO) to pro-
mote all Class X students to the 
next class for the academic 
year 2019-2020 considering 
their internal assessment 
marks.

 Soon after the government 
announced the promotion of  
SSC students, the schools up-
loaded internal assessment 
marks obtained by the students 
in the four assessment tests, on 
the Directorate of  Government 

E x a m i n a t i o n s 
(DGE) website. 

“The inter-
n a l  a s s e s s -
ment marks 
data pertain-

ing to all the 
candidates ap-

pearing for SSC examinations 
is readily available with DGE 
for the purpose of  declaring 
Grade points,” the order read.  

The government permitted 
DGE, to declare all students of  
Class X appearing for Second-
ary School Certificate (SSC) 
exam, OSSC, and vocational 
courses, studying in all govern-
ment, aided, and private-unaid-
ed schools under various man-
agements as  pass,  duly 
considering their performance 
in internal assessments for 20 
per cent marks to 100 per cent. 

Lockdown: Metro incurs heavy loss
Hyderabad Metro incurs `90 cr loss in 2 months; L&T paying `1,300 cr in interest every year
O I S H A N I  M O J U M D E R 
@ Hyderabad

WHETHER it was the TSRTC, 
local trains or cab aggregators, 
there was no public transport 
available in the city during the 
two-month lockdown period. 

However, one of  the most af-
fected during the Covid crisis 
was the Hyderabad Metro Rail, 
which incurred a loss of  reve-
nue amounting to `90 crore 
within a span of  two months. 
With no communication from 

the Central government about 
the reopening of  its services, 
Hyderabad’s icon of  urbanisa-
tion is set to lose close to `45 
crore every month as long 
as it remains idle.

According to L&T Met-
ro Rail’s latest financial 
audit report published in 
May, during the last fi-
nancial year the company 
generated a revenue of  `590 
crore solely from the operation 
of  the metro. On an average, the 
project generated an income of  

`45 crore each month. Visuals 
from metro stations in the city 
reveal that mechanisms of  so-

cial distancing, spacing be-
tween seats, and, line 

stickers have already 
been put in place. The 
metro is also incur-
ring expenditure that 

includes the mainte-
nance cost of  trial runs 

during the lockdown. 
Managing Director of  Hy-

derabad Metro Rail Limited, 
NVS Reddy, told Express, “We 

have sent recommendations 
from our side to the Central 
government. However, we can-
not proceed unless the Centre 
gives us a green signal.” Earlier 
this year, Reddy had revealed 
that that L&T was paying close 
to `1,300 crore in interest every 
year. The cost of  the project has 
increased up to `21,000 crore. A 
reliable source told Express, “It 
will take a ridership of  over 9 
lakh passengers every day, for 
an entire year, for the project to 
break even.”

F R O M  P A G E  1

“The jatara and celebrations 
surrounding the festival have 
been suspended for the first 
time in centuries since its in-
ception, around the time when 
the Golconda Fort was con-
structed,” said Rajanna Vast-
had, head of  the managing 
committee of  the temple at 
Golconda Fort, where the jata-
ra starts every year.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Ministers Ch Malla 
Reddy, Mohammed Ali, MLAs 
and MLCs along with Endow-
ment Department Commis-
sioner Anil Kumar, Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner D 
Lokesh Kumar, Hyderabad 
Collector Swetha Mohanty as 
well as Hyderabad, Cyberabad 
and Rachakonda Police Com-
missioners -- Anjani Kumar, 
VC Sajjanar, and Mahesh M 
Bhagawat respectively. 

At the meeting, the temple 
managements requested the 
government to conduct the 
jatara and allow processions 

with a set of  restrictions, but 
the government officials did 
not want to take any risks in 
view of  rising Covid-19 cases.

Referring to the spread of  
Covid-19 after the return of  
those who visited the religious 
congregation at Nizamuddin, 
Talasani said, “We all know 

what happened in Delhi and 
how the disease spread.”  
Pointing out that around 200 
cases are being reported in 
city, he said, “It is difficult to 
control Coronavirus as it 
doesn’t discriminate against 
anyone.”

When the temple represen-
tatives tried to persuade the 
Minister with an assurance 
that they will follow the con-
tainment protocols, he said, 
“Bonalu is a festival of  joy 
with feast, liquor and dance to 
the beats. It will be an arduous 
task to control.”

Stating that the priests will 
offer Bonam to the goddess, he 
asked the devotees to make 
their offerings at home. “Indi-
viduals, and not groups, can 
offer the Bonam at temples,” 
he said. The Bonalu celebra-
tions, held annually across the 
twin cities during the ‘Aashaa-
da masam’, usually begin at 
Golconda Fort followed by 
events at Ujjaini Mahankali 
temple and Balkampet Yella-
mma temple and Matheswari 
temple of  Lal Darwaza.

Individuals, not groups, can offer 
the Bonam at temples: Minister

FREE PASS

Minister for Animal Husbandry Talasani Srinivas Yadav addressing the media at MCRHRD in Hyderabad |  SATHYA KEERTHI

Allow devotees for 
darshan: Cong leader
TPCC spokesperson and Sri 

Akkanna Madanna Mahankali 
Temple patron G Niranjan 
asked the government to 

allow devotees for darshan 
during Bonalu festival while 
maintaining restrictions like 
social distancing. In a press 

statement here on 
Wednesday, he condemned 

the attitude of the 
government for not 

considering the suggestions 
of representatives of various 
temples and political parties 

leaders in the meeting 
conducted on Wednesday.

Bribery case: Revenue 
officials take advantage 
of high land value
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

DAYS after the Anti Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) officials 
arrested Shaikpet Tahsildar, 
Revenue Inspector, and, Ban-
jara Hills Sub-Inspector for 
their involvement in extrac-
tion of  bribe from a land 
owner for closing a police 
case registered against him, 
the sleuths are all set to seek 
police custody of  the ac-
cused officers for further 
questioning them. 

The ACB officials have 
filed a petition in the court 
seeking custody of  the ac-
cused officers for question-
ing. It is reported that the 
officials have obtained leads 
in connection with  Tahsil-
dar Sujatha acquiring ille-
gal properties by misusing 
her powers. The ACB offi-
cials inquired about peti-
tions filed before the Tahsil-

dar in last couple of   months 
and learnt the reasons for 
keeping them pending. The 
officers are trying to find out 
if  any senior revenue offi-
cial is also involved in the 
scandal.

The ACB officials also en-
quired private persons on 
whether they helped Sujatha 
in getting mamools (bribe). 
The upscale localities such 
as Banjara Hills, Jubilee 
Hills and other places come 
under Shaikpet Tahsildar’s 
office and the revenue staff  
took advantage of  land dis-
putes to rake in a moolah. 

Personal business
A day after the ACB arrested 
the Pedda Amberpet Munic-
ipal Commissioner L Ven-
kata Ravinder Rao for col-
lecting a bribe, they found 
that the accused officer was 
into business by investing 
his ill-gotten money. 

Serum survey: 
Few found to 
be positive

Commuters try to wade through sheets of water after showers lash the city on Wednesday |  VINAY MADAPU

Showers bring relief, power 
cuts too for Hyderabadis
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E
@ Hyderabad

AMID the gloom of  Covid-19, 
the pre-monsoon showers and 
resultant pleasant weather 
provided a much-needed 
break for people in Hyderabad 
and other parts of  the State. 
The south-west monsoon is ex-
pected to arrive in Telangana 
in the next 48 hours, said India 
Meteorology Department-Hy-
derabad meteorologist, B Raja 
Rao. 

The IMD has issued a warn-
ing that heavy to very heavy 
rainfall is likely occur at iso-
lated places across Telangana 

the coming three days. Many 
parts of  the State have been 
experiencing light to moder-
ate rains since Tuesday even-
ing itself, as a result of  the 
monsoon getting closer. On 

Wednesday, almost all dis-
tricts recorded rainfall. A sig-
nificant amount of  rainfall 
was recorded in the suburbs 
of  Greater Hyderabad also, 
with Abdullapurmet record-
ing 74.8 mm followed by 63.8 
mm in Pedda Amberpet. 

With the continuous rains, 
came the power cuts. In many 
parts of  the city, it lasted for 
more than three hours as up-
rooted trees damaged power 
lines. The Disaster Response 
Force of  GHMC had a busy 
day tending to complaints of  
uprooted trees and roads with 
stagnant rainwater causing 
traffic jams. 

District update
Bhongir recorded a 

whopping 151.3 mm rainfall 
within 12 hours from 
Wednesday morning, 

highest in the State. This 
was followed by 126.5 mm 

at Bommalaramaram in the 
same district and 118mm at 

Boath in Adilabad district 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

2 held for assaulting Gandhi docs
Hyderabad: Police arrested two persons in 
connection with the assault on a duty 
doctor at Gandhi Hospital. Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner Anjani Kumar visited the 
hospital and assured the doctors of safety.

The district Employment Department will conduct a 
webinar with industry experts on ‘Software Testing’ 
on Friday. The lecture focuses on opportunities and 
growth in the software testing sector

WEBINAR ON SOFTWARE 
TESTING FOR 

UNEMPLOYED YOUTH

F R O M  P 1 

According to  an official press 
release, in the serum survey it 
was found that in Telangana, 
very few people were found to 
be positive from among the 
samples collected.

The ICMR and NIN had con-
ducted serum surveys in rural 
areas of  Jangaon, Kamareddy 
and Nalgonda from May 15 to 
17 at the rate of  400 samples 
from each district. Of  them, 
only four were found to be posi-
tive. In the survey done in five 
containment zones of  Adibatla, 
Tappachabutra, Miyapur, 
Chandanagar and Balapur on 
May 30 and 31, as many as 100 
samples were collected from 
each zone.

 Of  them only 15 had tested 
positive. Health Minister Eat-
ala Rajender, said the results 
showed that the Telangana gov-
ernment had effectively imple-
mented lockdown and the dedi-
cated services rendered by 
medical staff  had helped.


